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Refugium Ursorum Kuterevo was founded in 2002 by Velebit Association Kuterevo. Volunteers from all over the world 

come here to help the bears, because they really need our help. Zdravi Gor and the other 5 bears are fighting over for only one bathtub, so 

they desperately need a new spa center with at least 6 bathtubs, different massage 

therapists and, of course, hair stylists.  

The small ones on the other 

hand are very pretentious 

about their toys, they keep 

breaking them in 5 

minutes….kids, what can we 

do  

So any help is welcomed. Our 

bank account is BEARS12345PAYUP  

 

Volunteers in Kuterevo 

Kuterevo is a well known tourist destination and according to the latest research 

made by some random people it is ahead of Paris and New York. For the last couple of years 

during the summer here is impossible to see anything because of the Belgium invasion – scouts 

from Belgium. Usually they come here in groups to volunteer and help, but after 7 p.m. since 

their help is no longer needed they dedicate their time to compare Belgium and Croatian beer. 

This fact is a major contribution to the local economy, which is shown by the big increase of 

the beer selling during the summer. Didn’t you know? “Belgians love beers and bears”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Besides the Belgium 

scouts there are some “weird” individuals 

passing by and staying for a week or so. Most of them come alone from nearby places 

or from far away countries, such as USA or Israel. Some come with friends, some are hitchhikers and some of them just search for their 

place in the world – because “Home is not where you live, but where they understand you”. And some of them really find their home 

here and keep coming back every year.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

The last group of endangered species that you can find in this place is the so called “servants” or “EVS volunteers”. They come 

here and claim to be special, thus asking for hot water, nice beds and clean sheets, only because the European Commission pays for 

their stay. Can you imagine? Hot water! Who needs hot water when it is 40˚ C outside? Spoiled brats! It is a good thing they have a 

descent supervisor (servant owner), who always reminds them they are here for European 

Voluntary SERVICE.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nevertheless, we all agree that it is always hard to leave. Once 

you have been here, you will keep coming back and the love for 

the bears stays forever.  

”La reine de la 

montagne”   

Q: Noemie...Our „Queen 

of the mountain“. Your 

month comes to an end... 

Tell us more about your 

first impression here?  

A: First day... new place, 

new people, too many 



people from everywhere. I was asking myself who am I 

here...scout? Volunteer? First hours were crazy, but still my 

first impressions were really good. Now I feel the same positive 

feelings, but I feel more like as a part of the project, I feel 

myself here, I feel what I want to feel :) 

Q: But you weren't here alone...You found your Belgians here 

in Croatia... 

A: Well, yes :) Helena told me there will be Belgians here but I 

understood „few“...not fifty... So when I arrived I was really 

surprise, but in a good way. Usually when I got tired of 

speaking English, I was just going to the scouts and say “Mais 

vouz me comprenez?” (But you understand me?)

Q: What were your tasks here? 

A: I was the boss of the scouts, better known as the Queen:-D I was the messenger between Helena and the scouts. My task was to make 

sure everybody is happy...and give them some rakija of course!  We had many good moments; hard to choose one...It was cool to have the 

mind of Belgium here in Croatia and singing together our anthem! And other really funny moment was when we were in Warburg... 

and they couldn't start the car and just driving down and laughing. That's the way to live in Kuterevo :)  

Switch on green! 

1. Yes to local life! 

The foolish man seeks happiness in the distance; the wise grows it under his feet. (James 

Oppenheim) - Buy local food!  

2. Yes to bicycles! 

When I see an adult on a bicycle, I do not despair for the future of the human race. (H.G. Wells) – 

Ride as much as possible, it's good for you and for the nature! 

3. Connect with natural world! 

If you want to be happy for an hour, get drunk; If you want to be happy for three days, get 

married; If you want to be happy forever, make a garden. (Chinese Proverb) 

Bring more of nature into your habitations! That make you feel like you belong to the great natural scheme, not just living without 

your place on world. 

4. Be less materialistic! 

Money can’t buy you happiness but it does bring you a more pleasant form of misery. (Spike Milligan) 

5. Live in harmony! 

If you want others to be happy, practice compassion. If you want to be happy, practice compassion. (Dalai Lama) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Karmenica, 
16/07/11 

Strasbourg Orchestra 
at Kopija , 20/07/11 

What were we up to in July /Srpanj/: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Upcoming events in August: 

12-13/O8/11 – Gacka Festival – Otoćac  

15/08/11 – Velika Gospa - Krasno 

20/08/11 – Sveti Rock Concert – Kopija 

Eko Etno in 
Otočac, 23/07/11 



But JULY wouldn’t be the same without …. 
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Les Guides Horizon de 

Naninne 

 

 

 Horizons 25th  

 

 

 

Horizons 27th  

 

 

 


